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This study seeks to understand concepts as a means of generalizing the observed 

and imagined various phenomena, unifying them under one category. They enable to 

preserve knowledge about the world and appear to be a constructional material of a 

conceptual system. They help to process a subjective experience in terms of classifying 

information into certain classes and categories. No doubt, the language is the best 

means to describe the nature of the concepts. 

In order to determine the appropriate method of studying the POWER concept 

we should take into consideration the study of other concepts. In recent decades, the 

problem of reflection in the human consciousness of a picture of the world has become 

one of the most important problems of cognitive linguistics. Only in the last fifteen 

years there have been numerous conceptual studies, for example, GOODNESS 

(Zmiyova, 2006); HAPPINESS (Shamayeva, 2006); BEING (Mikhailenko, 2007); 

ANCESTRY (Sadovnik, 2007); DESTINY, WILL, HEART (Golovenko, 2007); 

CIVIL MARRIAGE (Harlay, 2007); HOUSE (Radziyevskaya, 2008), POLITICS 

(Vasylieva, 2008), MONEY (Struk, 2009; Kopytsa, 2011), FEAR (Popovich, 2010), 

BEAUTY (Dovganyuk, 2017), POLITICAL STYLE (Kalischuk, 2017) et al. The 

scientists give the definitions which are fixed at a certain level of consciousness. The 

brain operates concepts of various complexities, permitting to speak, for instance, of 

concepts of contiguity, kinship, detachment, perception, space and what on. Hence, 

this thesis focuses on POWER concept. 

In our opinion, it is not necessary to discover the concept completely. There are 

many concepts that do not have a clear essence, but their existence is beyond doubt. 

Here we mean, for example, the NEW-COMER concept but OLD-COMER 

combination does not exist in the English language, although such a concept the latter 

exists only in people’s mind. We tend to think that there should be a sort of a 

compromise which implies that some part of conceptual information is of a linguistic 
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character, while the other part is represented in a people’s mind, i.e. expressed by 

mental representations, such as images, pictures, schemas, etc. 

In the study of the concept within the framework of cognitive linguistics the first 

place is the question of the content of the concept and its conceptual meanings. We 

conclude that there should be a sort of a compromise which implies that some part of 

conceptual information is of a linguistic character, while the other part is represented 

in a person’s mind, i.e. expressed by mental representations, such as images, pictures, 

schemas, etc. So, a concept is usually understood as an operative unit of our 

consciousness. This term is, as a rule, a generic one comparing to its hyponyms (like 

eyesight image, verbal sign, etc.). It takes the highest position in the hierarchy of units 

of operative consciousness. A concept correlates with the term “notion” because a 

person’s knowledge is consolidated in a form of notion, represents object through 

notion which, in its turn, becomes a scientifically grounded concept. This, too much 

extent, explains the similarity of a concept and a notion. 

The important aspect of the study of concepts is their definition and functioning 

in the main spheres of social consciousness: scientific, linguistic, religious, etc. 

Architectonics of concepts as components of the national scientific picture the 

conceptual and value components; in artistic concepts there is also a figurative 

semantic component. Thus, a concept is a fragment of the world caught by a cognitive 

structure. And a cognitive structure, more often, is represented by a group of concepts. 

And these groups of concepts, constituting a body of a sign, represent a word meaning. 

POWER concept is connected with political discourse which is studied in 

different branches of linguistics including communicative linguistics, sociolinguistics, 

historical linguistics, gender linguistics, psycholinguistics, comparative linguistics, 

and structural linguistics. Furthermore, political speeches generate a lot of interest of 

modern linguistics. The names of prominent speakers (Indira Gandhi (India), Margaret 

Thatcher (Great Britain) came into history.  

The speeches of some politicians (Baraсk Obama, Donald Trump, Hilary 

Clinton, Condoleezza Rice (the USA), Madeleine Albright (the USA), Gordon Brown, 

David Cameron, Theresa May (the UK), Christine Lagarde (France), Angela Merkel 

(Germany) have been fascinating millions of people in the whole world. In their 

speeches the audience can hear the word “power” and interpret it on their own way. 

The use of periphery of POWER concept (control, government, president, 

influence, money, law, strength, status, ability, privilege) is a main feature of political 

discourse. Among them the word “control” is widely used in the meaning of “power”. 

POWER – CONTROL. Because we will not have truly left the European Union 

if we are not in control of our own laws (Sunday Business Post. Retrieved Mars 31, 

2019 from www.guardiane.co.uk).  

POWER – GOVERNMENT. By this reasoning government should be capable 

of altering the priority system within the collectivity. That is what we interpret 

government as a category of the use of power as a medium to be, the process of altering 

priorities in such a way that the new pattern comes to be binding on the collectivity. 

Our investigation indicates that there is a connection between power and government: 

In the United States, we see popular sovereignty at a smaller level in most elections 
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when the power of the government shifts from one political party to 

another (Constitution of the USA. URL : 

https://www.google.com/search?constitution+of+usa&oq) 

POWER – AUTHORITY.  It is important to remind the reality when a person 

accesses power, he calls into action not only himself but others and thus raises the 

question of the authorization of action. Authority implies communication, 

coordination, and justification of action. Authority is essentially the institutional code 

within which the use of power as medium is organized and legitimized. It stands to 

power essentially as property, as an institution, does to money. The President is 

ultimately responsible entities for what he and his people are doing. Donald Trump 

states:  The President has well-established authority to supervise and oversee the 

executive branch and to rely on subordinates, including aides within the Executive 

Office of the President, to assist in supervising the executive branch.  I am also asking 

the Congress to ensure that, in the fight against ISIS and al-Qaeda, we continue to 

have all necessary power to detain terrorists – wherever we chase them down (Donald 

Trump. State of the Union. Retrieved Jan 30, 2018 from https://www.vox.com/policy-

and-politics/2018/1/30/16953472/state-of-the-union-transcript speech) 

The following  example illustrates the correlation of 5 concepts: POWER – 

AUTHORITY – SUPERVISION – CONTROL – CORRECTION: I will construe 

these provisions not to apply to circumstances that would detract from my authority 

to supervise, control, and correct communications by Federal officers and employees 

with the Congress related to their official duties, including in cases where such 

communications would be unlawful or could reveal confidential information protected 

by executive privilege (The Times. Retrieved Feb 15, 2018 from 

www.timesonline.co.uk). 

We can also pick up 4 main political concepts (DEMOCRACY, 

DOMINATION, GOVERNMENT, POWER) from the following extract: This isn’t 

democracy; it’s a soft monarchy. A single person dominating government - that’s 

exactly what the founders designed against. Fixing our politics requires draining the 

office of both its formal powers and out-sized importance in American life (The Times. 

Retrieved  Feb 15, 2018 from www.timesonline.co.uk). 

POWER – FORCE. The separation of power from force in this way is 

theoretically clean but explanatorily problematic, effacing from view the intermingling 

of legitimation, interest, and coercion. All distinctions efface or reduce, so the question 

for theory is what is lost and what is gained by separating power from force in this 

way. 

In his speech Prime Minister of the UK, Gordon Brown (2007-2010) claimed 

that the power of nation is uniting all strength together: Working apart we will surely 

fail, but working together I have no doubt that this is a challenge to which the human 

spirit and all our powers of ingenuity and enterprise will rise (Gordon Brown’s speech 

at the 2009 Labour Party Annual Conference. URL : 

https://www.google.com/search?q=23.%09Prime%20Minister%20and%20Labour%2

0Leader%2C%20Gordon%20Brown’s%20speech) 

https://www.google.com/search?constitution+of+usa&oq


184 
 

Donald Trump associates his presidency with concentration of power, precisely 

with force – a driving force: 

POWER – DRIVING FORCE. The capacity to be a driving force must, if it is 

to be called power in some sense, be generalized and not solely a function of one 

particular sanctioning act which the user is in a position to impose and the medium 

used must be symbolic. E.g. I wasn’t supposed to be like this. The modern presidency 

is the framers’ worst nightmare, a flatly unconstitutional concentration of power. As 

the Trump era has made abundantly clear, the office itself — its size, scope, and 

prominence in American life – is the driving force of disfunction in our politics (Donald 

Trump’s executive-power. Retrieved Dec 15, 2018 from 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/12/13/donald-trump-executive-power-

president-war-democracy-constitution-cult-column/) 

POWER – DEMOCRACY.  In the democratic countries “democracy” is the 

greatest value which is associated with “just power”. Discussions about democracy 

keep on using different meanings which are not easily reducible to each other, the 

analyst is tempted to replace or narrow the concept with something less contentious. 

Hence there is the dilemma which faces with the difficulties of pinning down a concept 

and the very significance for which it had been chosen for a certain country.  

The importance of democracy is obvious: If we are to maintain this successful 

open meritocratic democracy we treasure, we have to maintain faith in government's 

ability to control the rate at which people come to this country (Constitution of the 

USA. URL: https://www.google.com/search?constitution+of+usa&oq) 

POWER – OPPORTUNITY. 1) And for the sake of British jobs, British 

livelihoods and British opportunities we must fight this dangerous and misguided view 

that our nation can withdraw from the world and somehow all will be well (David 

Cameron Gives Emotional Speech to Scottish People. Retrieved Sep 15, 2014 from 

http://www.theguardian.com/politics/video/2014/sep/15/david-cameron-emotional-

speech-scottish-people-independence) 

As these examples suggest, the concept of POWER – OPPORTUNITIES has 

different levels of representations: opportunities of livelihoods, opportunities of job, 

opportunities of self-realization, and so on. 

POWER – ABILITY. One of the important features of Power concept is the 

ability to send and bind someone else to act on one’s behalf, a relation that depends 

upon habits of interpretation. Our experience is that when women have the power to 

make our own choices, we will benefit because the chains of poverty can be broken, 

families grow stronger, environmental awareness deepens, and socially constructive 

values are more likely to be handed down to the young Internet resource. (White House 

Address Commemorating International Women’s Day. RetrievedMars 8, 2010 from 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/madeleinealbrightinternationalwomensda

yspeech.htm 

In following sentence “power” has the meaning “ability”: President’s ability to 

supervise the executive branch or obtain the assistance of aides in this function violates 

the separation of powers by undermining the President’s ability to fulfill his 

constitutional responsibilities, including the responsibility to faithfully execute the 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/12/13/donald-trump-executive-power-president-war-democracy-constitution-cult-column/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/12/13/donald-trump-executive-power-president-war-democracy-constitution-cult-column/
https://www.google.com/search?constitution+of+usa&oq
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laws of the United States (The Times. Retrieved Feb 15, 2018 from 

www.timesonline.co.uk). 

POWER – GLOBALIZATION. Globalization dictates a new global order 

relationship which intersect with global power: That globalization is an unalloyed 

good – and those complaining about immigration just need to get with the modern 

world (Retrieved Feb 20, 2020 from https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-

30250299)  

As we see the conceptual component of the concept evolved, today includes not 

only globalization, as the concept of economic discourse, but globalization as a concept 

that is actualized in almost all spheres of human activity. As evidenced by the selected 

actual material “Globalization” is a complex concept, the lexical-cognitive structure of 

which create not only direct nominative values, but also estimated, emotional, 

connotative values, reflected in vocabulary definitions. 

POWER – DOMINATION.  Power is the ability to send and bind someone to 

act on one’s behalf. As actors are linked together in relations of sending-and-binding, 

chains of power emerge. It is these chains that are the basis of both agency and 

domination in society. It means that one person sends and binds another person to 

pursue a project, the first embeds this sending-and-binding in a picture of the world 

that contains an idea of who is acting for whom, and under what authorization. In this 

case we see two peripheral concepts of the concept POWER – DOMINATION and 

AUTHORITY. The correlation between power and domination leads into the question 

of the role of coercive measures, including the use of physical force, and the relation 

of coercion to the voluntary and consensual aspects of power systems. 

POWER – SOVEREIGNTY. Popular sovereignty is the idea that the 

government’s power comes from the will of the people or the “consent of the 

governed”: If the government started to violate the will of the people, Americans would 

have the right to change that” Globalist Internet resource. URL: 

http://www.theglobalist.com/ 

The suggested frame-schema (Fig. 1) represents the close periphery of POWER  

concept. 
 

 
Fig.1. The close periphery of POWER concept. 
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The analysis of the frequency distribution of different images of power proved 

that a great mass of them belongs to the topic domain of “human value”. So, the Nouns 

such as control, government, authority, ability, opportunity, domination, force, 

globalization, democracy, sovereignty make up the close periphery of POWER concept 

(Fig. 2).  

 

 
Fig. 2. The distant periphery of POWER concept. 

 

The model is very simple graphically but more complicated for the purposes of 

analysis. The simple model combined with the pragmatist idea of the concept POWER, 

is intended to provide a language for conducting sociological interpretation open to a 

variety of historical contingencies and reversals – to aid in building historically 

bounded, culturally careful interpretive explanations. 

Furthermore, once we model some peripheral zone of the concept POWER, we 

create the possibility of various overlapping chains of power, overlapping 

representations of chains of power, and differences in overlap. It quickly becomes clear 

that our central concept (POWER) is to understand how a person positions as an actor 

within multiple chains and tasks with various responsibilities, obligations, and 

interests, consistently act via negotiating the inherent gap. This leads to all kinds of 

interesting possibilities as we previously mentioned: POWER – MONEY, POWER – 

RIGHT, POWER – COMMITMENT, POWER – INTEPRETATION.  

The field of implementing the concept POWER is large. To define the concept 

POWER is a difficult task for one thesis. In fact one cannot base oneself on a solid 

body of knowledge or doctrines on what power is. 

It has been suggested that policies must be hierarchically ordered in a priority 

system of core concepts and that the power is must have a corresponding hierarchical 

ordering since such decisions bind the collectivity and its constituent units.  

We can conclude that the nucleus of a concept is a dictionary word meaning. 

The following concepts such as CONTROL (21%), GOVERNMENT (19%), 

AUTHORITY (11%), FORCE (11%), DEMOCRACY (11%), OPPORTUNITY (9%), 

ABILITY (6%), GLOBALIZATION (6%), DOMINATION (4%), SOVEREIGNTY 

(2%) make up the close periphery of the concept POWER. The distant periphery of the 
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concept POWER is made up the concepts MONEY (50%), RIGHT  (36%), 

COMMITMENT (7%), INTEPRETATION  (7%). It is important to claim that the 

semantic field of the concept POWER is open and filled with other concepts. In our 

investigation we discovered that nowadays the concept SELF-DETERMINATION is 

very relevant for the UK while for the USA the concept GLOBALIZATION is 

becoming closer to the nucleus. 

These results seem promising for using in future studies of concepts, making 

semantic analysis on the basis of anthropocentric approach in the linguistic study, 

which provides a better understanding of concepts and reflect it in the conceptual 

picture of the world. In addition, the concept POWER can be considered in cultural 

and historical paradigms. 
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